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Assistant Commissioner J. Cayce Morrison Congratulates Spelling Bee Winners 


Left to right, the winners are Thelma Barlow, 


third; Lillian Levine, 


Warren county, 
Columbia county, second; Frank Haley, 


Kathleen Clune, Nassau 


county, first. 


fourth; 
St Lawrence 


county, 


The 1937 State Spelling Bee 


BY KATHERINE M. COSGRAVE, 


Of all the cash prizes paid out by the State 
Fair each year, is earned more consci- 
entiously than are the prizes of $50, $25, $15 
and $10 awarded to the winners in the State 
Spelling Bee. In no event of the fair is the 
competition more elaborately worked out than 
in this contest, where first grade and school, 
then district, contests are held and the winners 
sifted out for entrance in the contest for county 
honors, the reward for which is a trip to the 


none 


XECUTIVE SECRETARY, 


NEW YORK STATE FAIR SPELLING BEE 
State Fair with all expenses paid, as well as an 
opportunity to compete for the state champion- 
ship in spelling and the money prizes offered. 
Considering the original preliminary contests 
held in the schools, it is believed that this activ- 
ity reaches out to fifty or sixty thousand pupils 
each year. 

The 1937 State Spelling Bee was held in the 
auditorium of the Boys’ and Girls’ Building on 
the State Fair Grounds at Syracuse, on Tues- 
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day, September 7th, with Dr J. Cayce Morrison, 
Assistant Commissioner of the State Education 
Department, conducting. Doctor Morrison sub- 
stituted for Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner 
of Education, who was unable to officiate owing 
to a meeting on the same date of the United 
Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa. 

Of the 51 entrants registered, only eight were 
boys —the smallest number of boys in the his- 
tory of the contests. Although overwhelmed 
in numbers by his fair competitors, however, 
one of the boys held his ground throughout the 
contest, showing remarkable ability to spell, and 
headed the list of winners, who were: first, 
$50 and silver cup awarded by the Onondaga 
Hotel, Syracuse, Frank Haley, Madrid, St 
Lawrence county; second, $25, Lillian Levine, 
Hudson, Columbia county; third, $15, Kathleen 
Clune, Wantagh, Nassau county; fourth, $10, 
Thelma Barlow, Pottersville, Warren county. 

The contest was officially opened by Holton 
V. Noyes, the new Commissioner of Agricul- 
ture and Markets, under whose auspices as head 
of the State Fair the contest was held. Com- 
menting upon the value of the ability to know 
words and to spell them correctly, and assuring 
the boys and girls of his wish that their trip 
to the fair would be an enjoyable as well as a 
profitable one, Commissioner Noyes introduced 
Doctor Morrison as master of ceremonies. 

Doctor Morrison soon discovered that he was 
confronted by an interested but exacting audi- 
ence of parents and friends, but he preserved 
his equanimity throughout a trying day, and 
many were the expressions of appreciation of 
the kindness and consideration he had shown 
the boys and girls as well as the onlookers. In 
addition to the exacting requirements of the 
contest in seeing that each contestant under- 
stood the word given, and its meaning, Doctor 
Morrison graciously responded to requests of 
anxious parents for repetition of the pronunci- 
ation of a word or for a definition, and at the 
end of the contest courageously said that he 
had “thoroughly enjoyed the day.” 

The first test of 50 words was a written one. 
Although 26 of the 51 entrants were eliminated 
in this first encounter, only four had misspelled 
more than two words—an unusually good 
record in a first test as to numbers of words 
failed. Papers of 16 contestants had one word 
wrong, and six, two words, those most com- 
monly failed on being: fantastic, annually, 
complement, tendency, facilities, politician, preci- 


pice, implement, adjacent and pretense. Al- 
though the word “complement” was defined 
and given in a sentence, the spelling “ compli- 
ment” appeared on five papers and ruled out 
these contestants, since one of the instructions 
to those entering the state contest reads: “If 
a word other than that given is written on your 
paper, although spelled correctly, it will not be 
allowed.” The apparent confusion as to this 
word would seem to indicate an unwarranted 
lack of familiarity with the two forms, and 
their uses, of this comparatively common word. 
The word “ fantastic” received fantastic treat- 
ment at the hands of two county representatives, 
appearing as “vantastic” and “ phantastic,” 
and “ precipice,” another word in common use, 
met with a variety of interpretations, as “ prec- 
pice,” “ precepice,” and “ presspass.” 

The 25 counties whose representatives had 
perfect papers in the first test were Chemung, 
Clinton, Columbia, Cortland, Erie, Essex, 
Franklin, Fulton, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, 
Monroe, Nassau, Ontario, Oswego, Otsego, 
Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, St Lawrence, 
Saratoga, Schoharie, Tioga, Warren and Wy- 
oming. In the 150-word oral “ spell-down” in 
which these took part, six met defeat. The first 
was the Cortland county girl who substituted 
an “e” for the “a” in the second syllable of 
“ cataract ”; the Franklin county entrant dropped 
the third syllable of “asparagus,” spelling it 
“aspargus”; the Saratoga county representa- 
tive found the vowels troublesome in “ de- 
ferred,” substituting an “i” for the first “e.” 
Tioga county was ruled out on the word “ excel- 
lence,” the girl from that county having 
spelled it with but one “1”; the Schoharie 
county girl added an “r” in the last syllable 
of “portiere” and the entrant from Rensselaer 
county got off to a bad start on “ enthusiastic,” 
beginning it with an “i.” 

The 19 survivors then took up their pads and 
pencils for another written test of 50 words, 
which took the heavy toll of eight and elimin- 
ated all but one of the four boys who entered 
this test. Seven had but one word wrong and 
two found two words that they could not 
master, the troublesome ones being: diphtheria, 
choir, eliminated, grievous, practicable, re- 
splendent, discrepancy and hover. Strangely, 
no two of those misspelling but one word had 
difficulty with the same word. 

One contestant met defeat in the 150-word 
oral test which followed, Jennie Shocki, of 











BULLETIN TO THE SCHOOLS 35 





Contestants and Judges at State Fair Spelling Bee 


Fulton county, spelling the last syllable of 
“executioner,” “or.” Ten valiants were then 
ready for the next engagement of 75 words in 
a written test — words more difficult than those 
previously given but still from the 5000-word 
printed list. Two came through with perfect 
papers and two had misspelled but one word 
each, “Dutchess” and “loathsome” causing 
their respective downfalls. This determined the 
winners of the four prizes, but left two ties 
to be worked off for first and second places 
between Frank Haley, of St Lawrence county, 
and Lillian Levine, Columbia county repre- 
sentative, and for third and fourth places be- 
tween Kathleen Clune, entrant from Nassau 
county, and Thelma Barlow, the Warren county 
girl. Of those who were eliminated in this 
test, the Chemung, Herkimer, Otsego and Put- 
nam county entrants misspelled two words each, 
the girl from Essex county, three, and the 
Jefferson county registrant, four. The words 
“ Dutchess” (spelled “ Duchess”) and “ loath- 
some” (spelled “loathesome”) caused the most 
trouble here. 

When Doctor Morrison was ready to give 
the final test of 20 “catchy” words, not on the 
printed list, to break the ties, there was much 
conjecture as to whether the boy or girl would 
carry off highest honors. Frank Haley, how- 
ever, proved to be by far the better speller, 
having had but one error on his paper, and 
that an error of misunderstanding the word 


rather than misspelling it. Doctor Morrison 
gave the word “ psychic” but Frank understood 
him to say “ psyche,” which he spelled correctly, 
giving him actually a perfect record for the 
day. Lillian Levine had difficulty with several 
words. This test also determined third place 
in favor of Nassau county, with Warren county 
taking fourth honor. The final list of words 
comprised the following: onerous, itinerary, 
belligerent, monastery, niche, ostracize, linea- 
ments, morose, diaphanous, corral, meringue, 
rhinoceros, psychic, meerschaum, ascetic, tac- 
tician, promiscuous, connubial, millennium and 
pessimism. 

The two Syracuse radio stations, WSYR and 
WFBL, each picked up a 15-minute broadcast 
of the contest during the afternoon session. 

Relaxation was had after a strenuous day at 
an informal dinner served in the Harriet May 
Mills Building on the fair grounds, following 
which the group attended the night show of 
the fair, which included a rodeo and fireworks 
display. On Wednesday the contestants toured 
the grounds and exhibits and “saw the fair,” 
including a visit to the beautiful new group of 
buildings and landscaping completed for this 
year’s fair and which permit of the develop- 
ment of the fair into an “agricultural and in- 
dustrial exposition.” Entertainment on the 
midway completed the day. 

The judges who assisted Doctor Morrison 
were the following district superintendents of 
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schools: Olin Bouck, Delmar, Albany county ; 
Mrs Pauline Graebner Bush, Horseheads, Che- 
mung county; Cecil S. Mapes, Chatham, 
Columbia county; H. W. Ciegler, Sackets 
Harbor, Jefferson county; John C. Malloch, 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF 


Churchville, 


Monroe 


county ; 


William F. 


Spencer, Middleburg, Schoharie county. 


The following is a list of those who com- 
peted in the 1937 State Spelling Bee, with the 
county represented : 


County Name Address 
Albany Janet Bottum Cohoes 
Allegany Bertha Buzzard Friendship 
Broome Genevieve Giblin Hawleyton 
Cattaraugus Evelyn Jepson Little Valley 
Cayuga Virginia Cheney Auburn, R. D. 
Chautauqua Velma King Clymer 
Chemung Laura P. Copp Elmira 
Chenango Verna Werlau New Berlin 
Clinton Ernest Richards Mooers 
Columbia Lillian Levine Hudson 
Cortland Lillian Stafford Cortland, R. D. 
Delaware William Edson Sidney 
Dutchess Margaret Malarchuk Millerton 
Erie Rita Winkler Cheektowaga 
Essex Theda Henry Port Henry 
Franklin Phyllis A. Wright Brushton 
Fulton Jennie Shocki Amsterdam, R. D. 
Genesee Louise Green Oakfield 
Greene Pearl Gorts Athens 
Herkimer Irene Davis Mohawk 
Jefferson Shirley Cramer Rutland, R. D. 
Lewis Rita Preston Copenhagen 
Livingston Kathryn Foote Caledonia 
Madison Rose Mae Smith Hamilton 
Monroe Zetty Brown Rochester 
Nassau Kathleen Clune Wantagh 
*Niagara Immanuel Schmidt Sanborn 
Onondaga Pauline Gallinger Liverpool 
Ontario Charles H. Adams Holcomb 
Orange Dorothy De Groodt Montgomery, R. D. 
Orleans Hilda Felice Hulberton 
Oswego Donald Warren Fulton 
Otsego Doris Melott Oneonta 
Putnam Constance Welch Carmel 
Rensselaer Charlotte Langer Brainard Station 


Rockland 
St Lawrence 
Saratoga 


Eleanor Jean Hicks 
Frank Haley 
Elizabeth Peck 


Pearl River 
Madrid 
Saratoga Springs 


Schoharie Charlotte Schell Schoharie, R. D. 
Schuyler Esther Freudenheim Watkins Glen 
Seneca Jeanne Fillman Romulus, R. D. 
Steuben Richard Gladstone Addison 

Suffolk Hedwig Herman Mattituck 
Sullivan Lena Lare Livingston Manor 
Tioga Phyllis R. McCune Candor 

Tompkins Vivian C. Morter Brooktondale 
Ulster Isabelle Gusman Stone Ridge, R. D. 
Warren Thelma Barlow Pottersville 
Washington John W. Durkin Fort Edward, R. D. 
Wayne Alice Brandt Wolcott 
Wyoming Marjorie Jones Arcade 

vates Margaret Wootton Penn Yan 





* Alternate 





President Charles B. Glenn of the American 
Association of School Administrators has re- 
cently appointed Dr George M. Wiley, Associ- 
ate Commissioner of Education, a member of 
the advisory council of the association, which 
includes representatives from each of the states. 


NEW YORK 


Dr Edmund Ezra Day 
Installed President at Cornell 


Dr Edmund Ezra Day was installed as the 
fifth president of Cornell University on October 
8th. Governor Herbert H. Lehman and more 
than fifty college presidents joined the academic 
procession. The speakers included representa- 
tives of the three educational institutions where 
Doctor Day matriculated as a student, became a 
teacher and later rose to be an administrator: 
Dr Ernest M. Hopkins, president of Dartmouth 
College, where he received his baccalaureate 
and master’s degrees; Dr James B. Conant, of 
Harvard University, where he received his de- 
gree of doctor of philosophy, later becoming 
head of the department of economics; and Dr 
Alexander G. Ruthven, president of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, where he organized and 
became dean of the School of Business 
Administration. 

In 1927 Doctor Day was associated with the 
Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial and since 
1928 has been director of the social sciences of 
the Rockefeller Foundation. He was elected 
president of Cornell University last November. 
He succeeds Dr Livingston Farrand, who re- 
tired in June after service for 17 years. 


—o-——_ 


Farm Paper Offers Prizes 
for Tent Caterpillar Eggs 


In order to exercise some degree of control 
over tent caterpillars, which during the past 
three years have been rapidly increasing in 
numbers, and also to stimulate the interest of 
country boys and girls in nature the American 
Agriculturist has announced a tent caterpillar 
egg collecting contest, to be conducted during 
the fall and winter. Prizes will be awarded by 
the farm paper as follows: for the boy or girl, 
under 20 years of age, who collects the largest 
number of egg masses by the close of the con- 
test on April 1, 1938, a first prize of $15; 
second prize of $10; third prize of $5; and 30 
additional prizes of $1 each. In addition the 
American Agriculturist will issue to the first 
50 boys or girls of the Northeast who collect 
the most tent caterpillar egg masses during this 
period a certificate of public service achieve- 
ment. Full details of the contest may be ob- 
tained from the American Agriculturist, Ithaca, 
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Attendance Record for State Averages 94.35 Per Cent 


The median percentage attendance record for 
the State during the school year 1936-37, calcu- 
lated as a unit, was 94.35, according to a 
summary made by Charles L. Mosher, Chief 
of the Bureau of Child Accounting and 
Attendance of the Department. Comparison 
with the last two years is interesting even 
though the differences are too slight to be 
considered significant. The figures are: 


1934-35 1935-36 1936-37 
CS. cncwecennesavee 94.42 94.68 94.56 
VEER ccccaccesecss 94.38 93.74 94.23 
Supervisory districts 93.91 93.96 94.34 
BED cccvaccenesesess 94.07 94.01 94.35 


Cities, villages and supervisory districts with 
a record of 96 per cent or above were: 


CITIES 
Corning, district 13. 96.3 Salamanca ........ 99.1 
EEE sceuneaes 96.0 Saratoga Springs.. 96.4 
VILLAGES 
Frankfort ........ 97.5 Perry ....scececes 96.4 
Herkimer ........ 96.8 Saugerties ........ 96.2 
Johnson City...... 96.7 Seneca Falls...... 96.5 
Massena ......... 96.5 Ticonderoga ...... 96.2 
Whitehall ........ 96.0 
SUPERVISORY DISTRICTS 
Otsego county, 1.. 96.1 Otsego county, 2.. 96.1 


Nonlegal absence for each 1000 pupils regis- 


tered shows a surprising range: 
SUPERVISORY 


CITIES VILLAGES DISTRICTS 
TN a ae ad ial 149 62 368 
Te wesancasnnes 2017 4757 3360 


Tardiness for each 1000 pupils registered: 


SUPERVISORY 


CITIES VILLAGES DISTRICTS 
so te, 17 163 247 
__* aeebaeptalinntce 1831 3398 2224 
Commenting on these figures, Mr Mosher 
said: 
The above records are challenging particu- 


larly to schools or groups of schools in the 
lower third of the list. They pointedly ask 
what preventable losses have resulted on 
account of absence and tardiness. These losses 
may not be confined to individual pupils. They 
may be important to any school through effect 
upon school organization, teaching load and 
otherwise. 


Ninety-three union free schools and central 
rural schools in supervisory districts had 
attendance records of 96 or above. Grouped 
according to enrolment, they are: 


Enrolment Less than 100 (12) 


Name County 


*Cuylerville Livingston 
*Osceola 
Gainesville 
*Pulteney 

East Otto 

Cook Academy 
Smithville Flats 


Lewis 
Wyoming 
Steuben 
Cattaraugus 
Schuyler 
Chenango 


*Conifer St Lawrence 
*Cranberry Lake St Lawrence 
Middlesex Yates 


Rensselaer Falls St Lawrence 


*Dalton Livingston 


Per Cent 


Enrolment 100 to 199 (25) 


Springfield Center Otsego 
Rotterdam Schenectady 
*Long Lake Hamilton 
Pike Wyoming 
Allentown Allegany 
*Georgetown C. R. S. Madison 
Lima Livingston 


* Record of 96 or over in 1935-36. 


Sup’v’y Dist. Enrolment Attendance 
1 96 98.6 
4 37 98.2 
3 77 97.9 
2 55 97.9 
3 71 96.9 
1 95 96.8 
3 61 96.6 
6 62 96.4 
1 49 96.4 
2 96 96.3 
5 98 96.2 
3 65 96.1 
1 104 97.3 

Sole 188 97.2 
Sole 164 97.1 
l 112 97.1 
3 146 97.0 
1 168 96.9 
2 150 96.9 
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Enrolment 100 to 199 (concluded) Per Cent 
Name County Sup’v’y Dist. Enrolment Attendance 
*Westford Otsego 2 113 96.9 
*Great Valley Cattaraugus 3 121 96.8 
Schenevus Otsego 2 167 96.7 
*East Worcester Otsego 2 112 96.6 
*Richville St Lawrence 3 100 96.5 
*Treadwell C. R. S. Delaware 5 178 96.5 
Panama Chautauqua 3 126 96.4 
Rush Monroe 2 181 96.4 
*Bloomville Delaware 6 142 96.3 
Fishers Island Suffolk 1 184 96.3 
*Woodhull Steuben 3 130 96.2 
Cleveland Oswego 3 108 96.1 
East Springfield C. R. S. Otsego 1 124 96.1 
*Felts Mills Jefferson 2 116 96.1 
*McLean C.R.S. Tompkins 2 135 96.1 
Hemlock Livingston 2 142 96.0 
Leicester Livingston 1 150 96.0 
*Mountaindale Sullivan 3 125 96.0 
Enrolment 200 to 299 (16) 
*Silver Springs Wyoming 3 218 97.7 
*Fonda Montgomery 2 269 97.3 
*Eastport Suffolk 1 266 97.1 
Bradford C.R.S. Steuben 2 257 96.9 
*Canaseraga Allegany + 229 96.8 
Newton Falls St Lawrence 1 204 96.7 
Richmondville C. R. S. Schoharie 3 242 96.6 
Fort Covington Franklin 3 256 96.5 
Sackets Harbor Jefferson + 261 96.4 
Jefferson C. R. S. Schoharie 1 239 96.3 
*Black River Jefferson 6 227 96.2 
Mount Upton C. R. S. Chenango 4 221 96.2 
Virgil C.R. S. Cortiand 3 201 96.2 
*Savannah Wayne 1 210 96.1 
Whitesville Allegany 5 204 96.1 
*Edmeston Otsego 1 221 96.0 
Enrolment 300 to 399 (18) 
*Chadwicks Oneida 1 336 97.7 
*Clyde Wayne 1 334 97.3 
Frewsburg Chautauqua 2 381 97.3 
Cattaraugus Cattaraugus 4 392 97.0 
Bridgehampton Suffolk 1 323 96.8 
Ellicottville Cattaraugus p 328 96.8 
Ontario Wayne 4 384 96.7 
*Morris C.R.S. Otsego 5 369 96.6 
Westport C.R. S. Essex 2 350 96.5 
*Brocton Chautauqua 5 331 96.4 
Phelps Ontario 2 366 96.4 
Worcester C. R. S. Otsego 2 311 96.3 
Andover Allegany 5 390 96.2 


: * Record of 96 or over in 1935-36. 
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Enrolment 300 to 399 (concluded) Per Cent 
Name County Sup’v’y Dist. Enrolment Attendance 
*Eden Erie 4 327 . a 
*Naples Ontario 1 333 96.2 
Penfield Monroe 1 325 96.2 
Roxbury C.R. S. Delaware 4 321 96.2 
Shortsville Ontario 2 361 96.2 
Enrolment More than 400 (22) 

*Norfolk St Lawrence 4 456 97.7 
*Walton Delaware 3 874 97.2 
*Ardsley Westchester 2 549 97.0 
Middleburg C. R. S. Schoharie 2 630 96.9 
*Mohawk Herkimer 1 675 96.9 
Lyons Wayne 1 874 96.8 
Richfield Springs C. R. S. Otsego 1 494 96.7 
*Groton Tompkins Z 595 96.6 
Palmyra Wayne 3 673 96.4 
*Coxsackie Greene 1 477 96.3 
*St Johnsville Montgomery 1 610 96.2 
West Carthage Jefferson 6 440 96.2 
Westmoreland C. R. S. Oneida 2 420 96.2 
Adams Center C. R. S. Jefferson 2 409 96.1 
Cooperstown Otsego 3 597 96.1 
Mount Morris Livingston 3 874 96.1 
Riverhead Suffolk 1 1337 96.1 
Southold Suffolk l 438 96.1 
Waterville C. R. S. Oneida 2 665 96.1 
*Highland Falls Orange 1 686 96.0 
Schuylerville Saratoga 3 444 96.0 

Monroe 1 857 96.0 


Webster 


* Record of 96 or over in 1935-36. 





Office of Education 
Plans New Radio Program 


The United States Office of Education has 
announced an educational program through 
radio entitled “Brave New World.” The 
broad sweep of Latin-American history, culture 
and present-day problems will be developed in 
26 episodes each Monday evening from 10.30 
to 11 o’clock over the Columbia Broadcasting 
System beginning November Ist. 

“Brave New World” is the eighth nation- 
wide educational program sponsored by the 
United States Office of Education. Broadcast 
activities began in 1933 with the production 
“Education in the News,” which is still being 
broadcast. A program going into its second 
year is “The World Is Yours,” dramatizing 
findings of the Smithsonian Institution. Other 
programs have dealt with safety, science, litera- 
ture, history and the Bill of Rights. 


Conferences Held to Explain 
New Federal Aid for Schools 


Federal aid from the Smith-Hughes and 
George Deen funds will be available this year 
for approved day part-time and evening classes 
in distribution and retail selling subjects, ap- 
prentice-training subjects and trade extension 
subjects. Dr Lewis A. Wilson, Associate 
Commissioner and Acting Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Vocational and Extension Education, 
arranged five conferences for the purpose of 
discussing the requirements for the federal aid 
and the recommended policies for the conduct 
of such courses. The conferences were held 
as follows: Technical High School, Buffalo, 
October 4th; Hotel Syracuse, Syracuse, 
October Sth; Hotel Arlington, Binghamton, 
October 6th; Central Commercial High School, 
New York, October 7th; State Office Building, 
Albany, October 11th. 
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Industrial Arts Courses Show 
Gains in New York Schools 


Enrolment in industrial arts courses in New 
York State public schools shows an increase 
of approximately 20,000 pupils in the past seven 
years, according to a study made by the New 
York State Education Department. Nearly a 
quarter of a million New York State boys and 
girls who want to learn how to make things 
with tools and materials and to become familiar 
with the processes and operations in industry 
are now enrolled in these courses. The courses 
make no attempt to provide training for voca- 
tions. In 1936-37, a total of 359 communities 
in the State included this subject in their cur- 
riculums and during the present school year it 
is expected that more than 400 schools wil! 
include it. 


——(Q-———- 


Oberlin College Observes 
Centennial of Coeducation 


Oberlin College on October 8th conducted 
ceremonies celebrating the centennial of the be- 
ginning of college education for women and of 
coeducation on the college level. The centen- 
nial marked the anniversary of the matricula- 
tion of four young women as freshmen in the 
four-year course at Oberlin College leading 
toward the degree of bachelor of arts. The 
four young women were: Mary Hosford, of 
Oberlin, Ohio; 
Jamestown, N. Y.; Elizabeth Smith Prall of 
New York City; and Caroline M. Rudd, of 
Huntington, Conn. 


Mary Fletcher Kellogg, of 


Friendship League Sponsors 
International Correspondence 


International correspondence between students 
of different nations is used in secondary schools 
as an aid to instruction in foreign languages, 
English, geography, citizenship, economics and 
international understanding. 

The International Friendship League has in 
its files names, ages and addresses of students 
between 12 and 25 years of age in 64 different 
countries and territories. All names have been 
certified as to desirability as well as knowledge 
of English by the ministries of education of 
the different countries. 

Teachers and pupils interested in taking part 
in this correspondence plan may write to Edna 
MacDonough, secretary, International Friend- 
ship League, 41 Mount Vernon street, Boston, 
Mass. 


Education Association 
Resumes Radio Programs 


The National Education Association is begin- 
ning its seventh year of radio programs in 
behalf of schools and teachers. The program 
known as “Our American Schools” is broad- 
cast in two 15-minute programs on Saturday 
morning at 11 o’clock and Wednesday evening 
at 6 o'clock. Florence Hale, educational editor 
and past president of the association, will direct 
the Saturday morning programs, which will 
deal particularly with educational opportunities 
related to the home. The Wednesday evening 
programs, under the direction of Belmont 
Farley, will depict in dramatic episode the aims 
and needs of the schools and their teachers. 
New York State stations broadcasting these 
programs are: WBEN, Buffalo; WEAF, New 
York; and WGY, Schenectady. 

A current events program known as “ Exits 
and Entrances” is broadcast every Monday 
afternoon at 2.30 o’clock over the network of 
the Columbia Broadcasting System. New York 
State stations broadcasting this program in- 
clude: WABC, New York; WOKO, Albany; 
WNBF, Binghamton; WGR, Buffalo; WKBW, 
Buffalo; WESG, Ithaca; WHEC, Rochester; 
WFBL, Syracuse; WIBX, Utica. 
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Winners of State Fair High School Essay and Declamation Contest 


Left to right: 


H. R. Waugh, secretary, Department of Agriculture and Markets, in charge; 


Beatrice Stockwell, Newfane High School, first; Betty King, Oswego High School, second; 


Caroline Grupe, 


Scotia High School, third; Muriel Mon Dore, Roxbury Central School, fourth; 
Esther Drake, Oswego High School, fifth 


State Fair Essay and Declamation Contest 


BY H. R. 


The State Fair essay and declamation contest 
was developed to provide a competition for high 
school pupils similar to the spelling contest with 
both cash prizes and trips to the fair as awards. 
The contest was organized late in the season 
and it was necessary to deviate from the organ- 
ization plan of the spelling contest, both to save 
time and to simplify the procedure for the 
superintendents of schools. 

The two best essays on the topic “ The Value 
of the New York State Fair to All Citizens” 
in any superintendency were eligible to be 
entered in the statewide contest. The writers 
of the five best essays submitted in the state 
contest were then entitled to present their 
essays as declamations at the State Fair and 


WAUGH, SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS 


there the final score was determined on the 
basis of 50 points on the essay and 50 points 
on the declamation. Each of the five final con- 
tenders was allowed expenses for travel and 
maintenance, and competed for cash prizes of 
$40, $25, $15, $10 and $10. 

Commissioner Holton V. Noyes of the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Markets opened 
the declamation contest, which was held in the 
auditorium of the Boys’ and Girls’ Building on 
September 8th. He told of his aim to enlarge 
the fair and to widen its scope so that it might 
be listed among the leading expositions of its 
kind in the country. Commenting upon the 
value of the essay contest in spreading “the 
message of the fair” he introduced Dr J. Cayce 
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Morrison, Assistant Commissioner of the State 
Education Department, who presided at the con- 
test as representative of that Department. 

The winners of the statewide contest, selected 
upon the basis of their essays, with their final 
standing based upon their essays and their 
declamation, were: first, Beatrice Stockwell, 
Newfane High School; second, Betty King, 
Oswego High School; third, Caroline Grupe, 
Scotia High School; fourth, Muriel Mon Dore, 
Roxbury Central School; and Esther Drake, 
Oswego High School. 

Forty-seven superintendencies submitted 65 
essays, divided almost equally between rural 
and urban schools. Nearly two-thirds of the 
essays were written by girls and about one- 
third by boys. Most of the boys’ entries were 
from the rural schools. None of the boys’ en- 
tries, however, won a place within the highest 
rating group of five. 

Most of the contestants had visited the fair 
at least once as a 4-H delegate or exhibitor, as 
a vocational agriculture delegate or exhibitor, 
or as a contestant in a spelling contest. One of 
the five high places, however, was won by a 
girl who had never visited the fair. 

Practically every sight of any interest on the 
fair grounds was noted by some contestant. 
Every entrant showed preference for at least 
one exhibit, but every girl and nearly every boy 
mentioned the displays of flowers in the Horti- 
cultural Building. Nearly every boy and girl 
mentioned the Agricultural Museum. The third 
ranking exhibit was the series of displays of 
the various state departments and the state 
schools and colleges conducted annually in the 
State Institutions Building. 

The interest in these three exhibits was gen- 
eral to most of the contestants; then it was 
every person to his or her own likes. Most of 
the boys showed interest in one type of live- 
stock and in the farm machinery, games, auto- 
mobiles and the dog show. Many of the boys 
failed to mention the horse races or the midway. 

The girls showed more interest in the cloth- 
ing and style exhibits than in foods; they in- 
spected the new home appliances, the Home 
Bureau displays, and were particularly interested 
in the showing of china, glassware and pottery. 
The girls expressed more interest in the mid- 
way than did the boys. While the boys rode 
the miniature train as a novelty, some of the 
girls mentioned that the train ride saved steps 
for tired feet. 


The contest was sponsored by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Markets with the 
cooperation of the Education Department, with 
W. J. Weaver, supervisor of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Education as its representative. 
The essays and declamations were judged by 
Katherine Cosgrave, of the Department of 
Agriculture and Markets and secretary of the 
State Fair Spelling Bee; R.C. Sutliff, specialist 
in education, State School of Agriculture, 
Morrisville; and DeAlton Smith, superin- 
tendent, second supervisory district, Onondaga 
county. 


Elementary Principals Publish 
Book on Appraising Programs 


Appraising the Elementary School Program 
is the title of the Sixteenth Yearbook of the 
Department of Elementary School Principals. 
This 1937 yearbook describes specific technics 
and criterions which have been used or proposed 
for evaluating various phases of the programs 
in individual schools. It also discusses the uses 
and abuses of achievement tests and other in- 
struments of appraisal. 

The book of 456 pages may be purchased 
from the Department of Elementary School 
Principals of the National Education Associa- 
tion, Washington, D. C., at $2 a copy with 
discounts in quantity lots. 


—— +) — 


Fire Underwriters Offer 
Inspection Blank and Booklet 


The National Board of Fire Underwriters 
has announced a renewal of its offer to send 
to school officials copies of a Self-Inspection 
Blank for Schools and a supplementary booklet 
on Fire Prevention and Protection as Applied 
to the Public and Parochial Schools. These 
help school authorities to make periodic in- 
spections of school buildings and to report to 
local boards of education, thus providing for 
control over this phase of school operation. 

School officials will receive upon request such 
quantities of the blank and the booklet as are 
needed, by applying to the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters, 85 John street, New York 
City. 
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State Library Prepares 1937 Reading List 


In response to frequent requests from teach- 
ers and others for a list of books worth reading 
during the coming months, the Book Informa- 
tion Section of the New York State Library 
has prepared the following list: 


Fiction 
Brinig, Myron. The sisters. Farrar $2.75 
Burlingame, Roger. Three bags full. Har- 
court $3 
Davenport, Marcia. Of Lena Geyer. Scribner 
$2.75 ‘ 


Paradise. Harcourt $2.50 
(J. H. Beith) House master. 


Forbes, Esther. 
Hay, Ian, pseud. 
Houghton $2 
Heyer, Georgette. 


$2 
Hobart, Mrs A. T. Yang and Yin. Bobbs $2.50 


Hull, Richard, pseud. (R. H. Sampson) 
Murder isn’t easy. Putnam $2 


Talisman ring. Doubleday 


Irwin, Margaret. The stranger prince. Har- 
court $2.50 

Kastner, Erich. The missing miniature; or, 
The adventures of a sensitive butcher; tr. 
from the German by Cyrus Brooks. Knopf 
$2 

Lane, Margaret. At last the island. Harper 
$2.50 


Marguand, J. B. The late George Apley. 
Little $2.50 

Maxwell, William. 
Harper $2 

Moffat, Donald. Mott family in France. 
(Atlantic Monthly Press bks) Little $2 


Nathan, Robert. The enchanted voyage. Knopf 


They came like swallows. 


$2 

Ritchter, Conrad. The sea of grass. Knopf 
$1.25 

Roberts, Kenneth. Northwest passage. Double- 
day $2.75 

Sayers, D. L. Busman’s honeymoon: a love 
story with detective interruptions. Harcourt 


$2.50 

Silone, Ignazio. Bread and wine; tr. from the 
Italian by Gwenda David and Eric Mos- 
bacher. Harper $2.50 

Singer, I. J. The brothers Ashkenazi; tr. from 
the Yiddish by Maurice Samuel. Knopf $2.75 

Stevenson, D. E. Miss Buncle’s book. Farrar 
$2 


Nonfiction 


Alfange, Dean. The supreme court and the 


national will. Doubleday $2.50 

Arms, J. T. & Arms, D. N. Design in flower 
arrangement. Macmillan $2.75 

Armstrong, H. F. “We or they”; two worlds 
in conflict. Macmillan $1.50 


Baring, Maurice. Have you anything to de- 
clare? Knopf $2.75 

Bates, H. E. Through the woods: the English 
woodland — April to April. Macmillan $3 

Bates, Sanford. Prisons and beyond. Mac- 
millan $3.50 

Bowman, Heath & Dickinson, Stirling. West- 
ward from Rio. Willett $3 

Brady, R. A. Spirit and structure of German 
fascism. Viking Press $3 

Buck, P. H. The road to reunion: 
Little $3.25 

Cather, W. S. Not under forty. Knopf $2 

Chamberlin, W. H. Collectivism. Macmillan 
$2 

Chapman, Wendell & Chapman, Lucie. Wilder- 


1865-1900. 


ness wanderers: adventures among wild 
animals in Rocky Mountain solitudes. Scrib- 
ner. $3.75 


Chase, M. E. This England. Macmillan $2.50 
Cheney, Sheldon & Cheney, M. C. Art and 
the machine. (Whittlesey House pub.) Mc- 
Graw $3.75 
Chichester, Francis. 
court $2.50 
Crow, Carl. 
Day, Clarence. 
Eckstein, Gustav. 
Fales, Winnifred. 
ating. Dodd $3 
Fath, E. A. Through the telescope. (Whittle- 
sey House pub.) McGraw $2.75 
Field, Mrs Isobel. This life I’ve loved. Long- 


Ride on the wind. Har- 


400 million customers. Harper $3 
Life with mother. Knopf $2 
Canary. Harper $2.50 
What’s new in home decor- 


mans $3 

Fish, H. D. Invitation to travel. Washburn 
$2.50 

Fleming, Peter. News from Tartary. Scribner 
$3 

Fortescue, Winifred, lady. Perfume from 
Provence. Houghton $2.50 

Gogh, Vincent van. Dear Theo: the auto- 


biography of Vincent van Gogh. Houghton 


$3.75 
Grayson, David. The countryman’s year. 
Doubleday $2 
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Guedalla, Philip. The hundred years, 1837-1937. 
Doubleday $3 
Goldsmith, M. O. Friday-to-Monday garden- 
McGraw 


ing. (Whittlesey House pub.) 

$2.50 
Hard, Walter. Vermont vintage. Daye Press 
$2 


Haslip, Joan. Parnell. Stokes $3 

Hendrick, B. J. Bulwark of the republic. 
(Atlantic Monthly Press bks) Little $3.50 

Hoffman, Malvina. Heads and tales. Scrib- 
ner $5 

Hogben, Lancelot. 
lion; illus. by J. F. Horrabin. 

Horan, Kenneth. Remember the day. 
day $2 

Housman, A. E. More poems. Knopf $2 

Huxley, J. S. & Haddon, A. C. We Europeans: 

“racial” problems. Harper 


Mathematics for the mil- 
Norton $3.75 
Double- 


a survey of 
2.50 

Jastrow, Joseph, ed. Story of human error. 
Appleton-Century $3.50 


Joad, C. E. M. Guide to philosophy. Random 
House $2.50 
Johnson, Burges. Professor at bay. Putnam 


$2 
Knight, Dame Laura. 
paint. Macmillan $5 
Lees, N. L. Bogs and blarney. 
Suns go down. 


Oil paint and grease 


Mussey $2 
Lewis, Flannery. Macmillan 


$2 


Link, H. C. The return to religion. Mac- 
millan $1.75 
Lumpkin, K. Du P. & Douglas, D. S. Child 


workers in America. McBride $3.50 

Lutes, Mrs D. T. The country kitchen. 
(Atlantic Monthly Press bks) Little $1.75 

Lynd, R. S. & Lynd, H. M. Middletown in 
transition. Harcourt $5 

McAdoo, E. W. The Woodrow Wilsons. 
millan $3.50 

Martin, Kingsley. 
Knopf $1.25 

Maurois, André. 
by Hamish Miles. 


Mac- 
The magic of monarchy. 


The miracle of England; tr. 
Harper $3.75 


Maxim, H. P. A genius in the family. Harper 
$2 

Miller, Webb. I found no peace: the diary 
of a foreign correspondent. Simon $3 


Morton, R. S. 
work of Rosalie Slaughter Morton. 


$3 


A woman surgeon: the life and 
Stokes 


O'Malley, Ernie. 
an Irish volunteer. 


Army without banners: ad- 

ventures of Houghton 
$3.50 

Parran, Thomas. 
Reynal $2.50 

Paul, Elliot. Life and death of a Spanish town. 
Random House $2.50 

Pope, C. H. Snakes alive and how they live. 
Viking Press $2.50 

Priestley, J. B. Midnight on the 
Harper $3 

Quigley, Martin. 
Macmillan $1 

Richmond, W. V. 


ment and hygiene. 


Shadow on the land: syphilis. 


desert. 
Decency in motion pictures. 


Personality: its develop- 


Farrar $2.50 


Ross, Ishbel. Ladies of the press. Harper 
$3.75 

Ross, L. Q. Education of Hyman Kaplan. 
Harcourt $2 

Russell, M. A. B., Russell, countess. All the 
dogs of my life. Doubleday $2 

Salisbury, E. J. The living garden. Macmillan 
$3 

Sanderson, I. T. Animal treasure. Viking 


Press $3 


Schacher, Gerhard. Central Europe and the 


western world; tr. from the German. Holt. 
$3.75 
Smolka, H. P. 40,000 against the Arctic; 


Russia’s polar empire. Morrow $3.50 
Stoeckel, R. B. & others. Sense and safety on 
the road. Appleton-Century $1.50 
Theatre Guild anthology. Random House $3.50 
Thurber, James. Let your mind alone. Harper 
$2.50 
Van Doren, C. C. Three worlds. 
Werth, Alexander. Which way 
Harper $3 


Harper $3 
France? 


a | 


Regents Amend Rules 
on School Classification 


By an amendment of rules the 
classification of secondary schools known as 
high schools of middle grade is abolished so 
far as this applies to high schools approved 
for two years and for three years. This action 
is effective July 1, 1938. 


Regents 


—o-—_- 


The corner stone of the new administration 
building at the Geneseo State Normal School 
was laid with appropriate exercises on October 
Ist. 
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District Superintendents Hold Annual Meeting 


The theme for the twenty-sixth annual 
meeting of the New York State Association of 
District Superintendents, held at Jamestown, 


October 6, 7, 8, 1937, was “A Finer Social 
Life for the Pupils of the Schools of Rural 
New York.” Members of the State Education 
Department staff contributed to the program. 
Dr Arvie Eldred, executive secretary of the 
New York State Teachers Association, pre- 
sented the problem of teacher tenure in the 
districts. 
Bestor, president of Chautau- 
at the convention 


supervisory 
Dr Arthur E. 
qua Institution, was speaker 
dinner. 
The following officers were 


elected: presi- 


dent, Clarence E. Smith, Cassadaga; first vice 
president, C. B. Murray, Plattsburg; second 
vice president, A. Winfield Trainor, West 


Babcock, Catta- 
Roxbury. 


Essie E. 
Travis, 


Leyden; secretary, 
raugus; treasurer, Zena R. 

Schenectady chosen as the place of 
meeting on September 27, 28, 29, 1938. 

Resolutions adopted by the 
cluded the following: 

Expressing appreciation to President Wayne 
3enedict, his fellow officers and to all others 
who contributed to the success of the convention 

Reaffirming its belief in the soundness of the 
Friedsam Act, and asking that the State Legis- 
lature govern itself by the provisions of that 
act and make the full appropriation as therein 
provided 

Continuing its opposition to programs of tax 
limitation 

Pledging cooperation to the Associated School 
Boards in their efforts to secure payments of 
state aid in quarterly instalments 

Favoring the continued use of local and state 
tax moneys solely for the support of public 
schools 

Supporting the report of the teacher educa- 
tion, certification and improvement in service 
committee of the State Teachers Association, 
to enlarge the program of the teacher- training 
institutions of the State, by petitioning the 
Board of Regents and the Commissioner of 
Education: (1) te authorize the granting of 
degrees to graduates of the present four-year 
curriculums in the special subject fields offered 
by the state normal schools; (2) to establish 
four-year curriculums for training of elemen- 
tary teachers leading to a degree in its present 
normal schools; (3) to initiate legislative action 
changing the name of normal schools to state 
colleges for teachers; (4) to establish graduate 
programs for the preparation of counselors, 
supervisors, principals and superintendents at 
Buffalo and Albany, with the granting of the 


was 


association in- 


master’s degrees at Buffalo as well as at Albany 
and the granting of the doctorate degree at 
Albany; (5) to request such additional ap- 
propriation of funds as may be necessary 
to finance adequately this teacher education 
program 

Favoring erection of residential 
teacher-training institutions 

Recommending the appointment of a com- 
mittee in the State Teachers Association (1) 
to study the needs of youth for education beyond 
the high school and (2) to suggest or recom- 
mend higher education as part of the public 
school system 

Indorsing Dr Arvie Eldred as spokesman for 
the teachers of the State 

Expressing appreciation to the Board of 
Regents for prov iding improved service to rural 
schools and requesting continued special services 
in such matters as instructional supervision and 
curriculum revision; and thanking members of 
the State Education Department, particularly 
Commissioner Graves, Deputy Commissioner 
Cole, Associate Commissioner Wiley, Assistant 
Commissioner Morrison and Director Snyder 
for effective assistance in improving educational 
opportunity for rural children 

Urging the passage of a bill in the Legislature 
making it possible and legal for a board of 
trustees or a sole trustee to enter into a contract 
providing transportation for a period not to 
exceed three years with the recommendation of 
the district superintendent and upon authoriza- 
tion of the district meeting 

Advocating a tenure law giving district super- 
intendents nominating power in common school 
districts for all teachers; and in union free and 
central rural districts for the principal and 
teachers 

Recommending a study of the possibility of 
drafting a bill authorizing the consideration of 
the seventh and eighth grade pupils in recog- 
nized six-year high schools as high school pupils 
in claiming nonresident academic tuition, trans- 
portation quota and equalization quota for pupils 
attending high schools 

Suggesting that a study of the advisability of 
placing district superintendents under civil serv- 
ice be made immediately 

Requesting Commissioner Graves and the 
Regents to give first consideration to educa- 
tional rather than architectural training in 
the permanent appointment of the head of the 
Division of School Buildings and Grounds of 
the Department 


halls in 


The Photography Club of the Ossining High 
School is publishing a picture magazine called 
“ Pix” to stimulate interest both in school life 
and in photography. The issues have been well 
received. 
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Commissioner Speaks at Erasmus Hall Sesquicentennial 


“Erasmus Hall not only ranks as a school 
of wide repute, but it also embodies and typifies 
the development of American democracy,” said 
Dr Frank Pierrepont Graves, President of The 
University of the State of New York and 
State Commissioner of Education, at the sesqui- 
centennial celebration of the founding of the 
school in Brooklyn, October 8th. 

Explaining that democratic ideals are a matter 
of development and that their progress is well 
illustrated in the history of our secondary 
education, Commissioner Graves pointed out 
that high schools were first opened but a little 
more than a hundred years ago and represent 
a gradual evolution in democracy. There have 
been three fairly distinct stages in the history 
of American secondary education, Commis- 
sioner Graves said — first, the Latin grammar 
school, second, the academy, and lastly the high 
school. Each of the latter two types was more 
democratic in spirit and procedure than its 
predecessor, explained Doctor Graves, and the 
process of democratization is still going on in 
the twentieth century high school. 

Erasmus Hall received its charter from the 
Board of Regents 150 years ago and was the 
first academy to be incorporated in the State 
of New York. In its founding and in its early 
years, Commissioner Graves declared, it was 
typical of the academies of that period in offer- 
ing a more democratic and a more compre- 
hensive program than that afforded by the old 
aristocratic Latin grammar schools. 

The academies experienced difficulties, how- 
ever, he said, as America continued to grow 
still more democratic, and as the third stage 
in secondary education dawned through the in- 
troduction and development of high schools 
supported by public taxation rather than through 
tuition fees and controlled by the community as 
a whole rather than by a special group. Falling 
in step with the democratic tendencies of the 
times, Erasmus Hall transferred its property 
to the city 40 years ago and became a high 
school in the public system. 

Continuing, Doctor Graves said: 

During the 40 years that have elapsed since 
Erasmus Hall changed from an academy into 
a high school probably more advancement has 
appeared in democracy and in the democratiza- 
tion of our high schools than in all the rest of 


the three hundred years since secondary educa- 
tion was started in this country. Within this 


modern period the best efforts of the educational 
world have been put forth to furnish secondary 
opportunities for all, to induce all pupils in the 
public system to complete a high school course, 
and to adapt the curriculum and activities of 
the school to the interests, abilities, and needs 
of all. 
—U-— 


New York F. F. A. Selects 
Officers at Annual Meeting 


The New York Association of Future Farm- 
ers of America at its 12th annual meeting held 
on the opening day of the New York State 
Fair selected the following as officers for the 
year: president, John Wilcox, Skaneateles; 
first vice president, Philip Nichols, Arcade; 
second vice president, Richard Overton, Belle- 
ville; secretary-treasurer, Robert Edgar, Little 
Valley ; editor, New York Timer, Willard Tee- 
lin, Holland Patent; farm watch dog, Albert 
Spencer, Owego; state adviser, W. J. Weaver, 
State Education Department. 

Twenty-two young farmers of New York 
State have recently received the Empire Farmer 
gold key of the Future Farmers of America, 
signifying excellence of accomplishment during 
their high school courses in agriculture. 

The awards were made upon the recommen- 
dation of W. J. Weaver, supervisor of 
agricultural education of the State Education 
Department, who visited 39 farm boys, juniors 
and seniors in their respective high schools, 
who had been recommended by their teachers 
of agriculture, in the competition for this award. 

On the basis of these personal visits, the 
following 22 farm boys were selected for the 
awards : 

Herbert Card, Morris; Floyd Holbert, Bain- 
bridge ; Herbert Earl, Unadilla; Albert Spencer, 
Owego; Leonard Morgan, Truxton; John Wil- 
cox, Skaneateles; Harold Davies, Sauquoit; 
Harry Rider, Sauquoit; Bradley Burke, West 
Winfield; Homer Dye, West Winfield; Willard 
Teelin, Holland Patent; Wesley Garrett, Hol- 
land Patent; Erton Sipher, Gouverneur; 
Richard Overton, Belleville; Barry Mularney, 
Massena; Solomon Cook, Massena; Howard 
Klick, Rush; Hartley Martin, Rush; Philip 
Nichols, Arcade; Richard Bernholt, Cattarau- 
gus; Morgan Hillebert, Little Valley; Robert 
Edgar, Little Valley. 
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Claude L. Kulp Heads Council of Superintendents 


Superintendent Claude L. Kulp of Ithaca was 
elected president of the Council of School 
Superintendents, which held its fifty-fifth annual 
meeting September 26th-28th at Saranac Inn. 
Superintendent W. Howard Pillsbury of Sche- 
nectady was elected vice president, and Super- 
intendent Erle L. Ackley of Johnstown was 
reelected secretary-treasurer. The 1938 meet- 
ing will be held September 25th-27th at 
Saranac Inn. 

Resolutions adopted by the council included 


the following: 

Favoring the enactment of the Harrison- 
Black Fletcher Bill as the best plan yet sug- 
gested for the equalization of educational oppor- 
tunity in the United States 

Reaffirming its belief in the soundness of the 
Friedsam Act, and asking that the State Legis- 
lature govern itself by the provisions of that 
act and make the full appropriation as therein 
provided ; 

Advocating that state aid be provided for 
kindergartens 

Reaffirming its opposition to programs of tax 
limitation ; 

Requesting the president of the council to 
appoint a committee to study the operation and 
effect of recently enacted legislation on teacher 
tenure, and to submit appropriate recom- 
mendations ; 

Urging the strong and vigorous reaffirmation 
of the principle of free, universal, public 
schools; indorsing as basic and fundamental all 
sections of article IX of the State Constitution ; 
and advocating that the historical background 
of these principles be brought to the attention 
of the profession and the lay public in view of 
the fact that a state constitutional convention 
will be held in 1938 

Commending the establishment of centralized 
schools in rural areas and favoring the exten- 
sion of this type of organization wherever 
practicable 

Recording approval of the provisions of the 
certification program of the State Education 
Department which add one year of professional 
training to the preparation previously required 
of teachers and school administrators; and 
urging the State Legislature to appropriate the 
funds requested by the Department for estab- 
lishing the nine state normal schools on a 
four-year degree-granting basis and providing 
graduate study in the two state colleges 

Recommending that this year in which the 
annual convention of the National Education 
Association is to be held in New York City 
is a particularly appropriate time to extend the 
membership of that association within New 
York State 

Requesting the State Education Department 
to set up criterions for an adequate program 


of adult education suited to the various types 
of communities in the State 

Requesting the president to appoint a com- 
mittee for study and report on problems in the 
field of secondary education 

R Pledging wholehearted support to Dr Arvie 
Eldred as the spokesman for the teaching forces 
of the State 

Expressing its desire to cooperate with the 
Regents in all matters pertaining to the improve- 
ment of the public school system of the State 

Requesting a conference with the Regents 
committee on the Inquiry into the Character 
and Cost of Public Education to urge a public 
review of the findings of the Inquiry before 
rules, regulations and legislation are formulated 


——_o-———_ 


Commerce Department 
Issues Booklet on Industry 


The United States Department of Commerce 
has announced a new publication on Stories of 
American Industry, a 100-page booklet con- 
taining broadcasts on the history and develop- 
ment of selected American industries. The 
demand for the talks was so great that it was 
decided to publish those made so far in booklet 
form. They have been used as text material 
or supplementary reading for classes in com- 
mercial geography, social science, economics, 
business subjects, industrial arts, general science, 
adult education, vocational education etc. 

Copies of the booklet may be secured at ten 
cents each from the Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D. C. 


—_Q-——_- 


Courses Are Offered 
for New York City Teachers 


Ten in-service training courses are being 
offered this year to members of the teaching 
and supervisory staff of the New York City 
schools. These courses are: Survey of School 
Problems, Science in the Activity Program, 
What Every Teacher Should Know about the 
Health of Her Pupils, Course for Teacher 
Clerks and Clerical Assistants, Principles and 
Methods in Classes for Children with Retarded 
Mental Development, What Is New in 
Medicine, Methods of Teaching Speech to 
Normal Children, Methods of Teaching Modern 
Foreign Languages, Astronomy for Teachers 
of Science and Geography, Remedial Reading. 








48 THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Conference on Broadcasting 


Will Be Held in Chicago 


The Second National Conference on Educa- 
tional Broadcasting will be held at the Drake 
Hotel in Chicago, November 29th-Decem- 
ber Ist. 


The American system of broadcasting, an 
evaluation of broadcasting from the point of 
view of the listener, educational broadcasting, 
and the future of radio have been selected as 
the topics of the four general sessions. Speeches 
on these subjects will be made by prominent 
representatives of education, the radio industry 


and the listener, and will be followed by 


periods of open discussion. 


A258m-037-13,500(15729) 


Dr Edward M. Van Cleve, principal emeritus 
of the New York Institute for the Education 
of the Blind, died on May 2lst in New York 
City. 

— 

Dr Alexander J. Stoddard, who was formerly 
superintendent of schools in Schenectady and 
Bronxville in this State, has been elected super- 
intendent of schools at Denver. He has been 
superintendent at Providence, R. I., since 1929. 

— 

The annual meeting of the National Council 
of Teachers of English will be held Novem- 
ber 25th-27th in Buffalo. “ Re-creating Life 
through Literature and Language” will be the 
general theme of the convention. A number of 
New York State educators are on the program 
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